Assessment of the xxxx Fishery 

against ‘Guidelines for the Ecologically Sustainable Management of Fisheries’

Information on this fishery has been compiled using the ESD Reporting Framework.  The information is provided as Appendix X and will be referred to as the ‘ESD Report’.

The fishery is operated under a management regime that is described in detail in the ESD Report. The management regime meets Principles 1 and 2 as documented below. The management regime takes into account arrangements in other jurisdictions, and adheres to arrangements established under Australian laws and international agreements as documented in the governance section of the ESD Report.

Assessment of the management regime against the stated criteria

Documented, publicly available and transparent

The management regime is documented in the ESD Report. This report is publicly available. It provides transparency through explicitly stating objectives, indicators and performance measures. Add any other relevant information eg. existence of management plan, policy documents etc.

Developed through a consultative process providing opportunity to all interested and affected parties, including the general public

The ESD Report was developed through a consultative process described in add reference to appropriate section of ESD Report. Other consultative processes employed by the fishery in the development of the management regime are documented in the governance section of the ESD Report (add reference).

Ensure that a range of expertise and community interests are involved in individual fishery management committees and during the stock assessment process.

The involvement of a range of expertise and community interests is documented in the governance section of the ESD Report (add reference).

Be strategic, containing objectives and performance criteria by which the effectiveness of the management arrangements are measured.

The ESD Report contains objectives, indicators and performance measures for measuring the effectiveness of the management arrangements for each component identified in these guidelines. For some components, objectives, indicators and performance measures are established and data are available to demonstrate actual performance over time. For other components, objectives, indicators and performance measures are in various stages of development and/or the necessary data collection is being initiated. This is documented in each of the individual component reports within the ESD Report (insert reference).

Be capable of controlling the level of harvest in the fishery using input and/or output controls.

The management regime is capable of controlling the level of harvest with respect to each retained species using input and/or output controls as documented in insert reference of the ESD Report.

Contain the means of enforcing critical aspects of the management arrangements.

The management regime has the means of enforcing critical aspects of the management arrangements as documented in the governance section of the ESD Report (insert reference).

Provide for the periodic review of the performance of the fishery management arrangements and the management strategies, objectives and criteria.

The ESD Report details a process of performance evaluation through the use of objectives, indicators and performance measures. Other periodic review processes are documented in the governance section of the ESD Report (insert reference) and insert any other relevant material.
Be capable of assessing, monitoring and avoiding, remedying or mitigating any adverse impacts on the wider marine ecosystem in which the target species lives and the fishery operates.

Capabilities for assessing, monitoring and avoiding, remedying or mitigating any adverse impacts on the wider marine ecosystem are documented in ‘other effects on the environment’ section of the ESD Report (insert reference).

Require compliance with relevant threat abatement plans, recovery plans, the National Policy on Fisheries Bycatch, and bycatch action strategies developed under that policy.
The management regime requires compliance with the above. Details are provided in the ‘non-retained species’ section of the ESD Report (insert reference).

ASSESSMENT OF THE MANAGEMENT REGIME AGAINST PRINCIPLE 1 AND PRINCIPLE 2

PRINCIPLE 1.
Objective 1 Maintain Viable Stock Levels of Target Species

A fishery shall be conducted at catch levels that maintain ecologically viable stock levels at an agreed point or range, with acceptable levels of probability.

The retained species are shown in the component tree below (insert copy of component tree).  Each of the target species/groups retained by this fishery has been assessed with appropriately detailed reports having been compiled on each of them (insert reference). Only the xx and yy and . . . were caught in sufficient quantities to warrant detailed attention (insert reference). Justifications for not specifically examining the other components are provided in (insert reference)

Assessments of current performance demonstrate that  [with the exception of aa, bb, etc] all stocks are being maintained above ecological viable stock levels. Consequently this fishery is meeting the requirements of Principle 1 for those stocks. [Stocks aa, bb, etc are addressed under Objective 2]
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Information Requirements

1.1.1 There is a reliable data collection system in place appropriate to the scale of the fishery. The level of data collection should be based upon an appropriate degree of fishery independent as well as fishery dependent research and monitoring.

A substantial level of information is collected.  Specific requirements for each stock are detailed in the ESD Report (insert reference). In summary, there is:

· list key features of logbooks, observer programs, fishery independent data collection, etc
Assessments

1.1.2 There is a robust assessment of the dynamics and status of the stock dynamics and status for the target species.  Review should ideally take place every year, and no greater than three years should elapse between reviews.

Full details of the current evaluation and a discussion of the robustness of the analyses used are provided for each stock in the ESD Report (insert reference).  These assessments are reviewed insert period and any other relevant information.

1.1.3 The distribution and spatial structure of the stock(s) has been established.

The distribution of each stock is well documented as described in insert reference.

OR

The distribution of stocks xx and yy is not known. These species are therefore managed as insert description and justify as consistent with a precautionary approach.

1.1.4:  There are reliable estimates of all removals, including commercial (including discards), recreational and indigenous, from the fished stock. These estimates have been factored into stock assessments and target species catch levels.

There are reliable estimates of insert list of removals for which reliable estimates are available. For the others, explain why they are not needed (eg assessment is based on fishery independent data) or state how they have been factored into assessments and/or management actions and justify how this is conservative, ie will result in underestimates of abundance, lower TACs etc.

1.1.5 There is a sound estimate of the potential productivity (maximum safe long term yield) of the fished stock/s 

There is a sound estimate of potential productivity for all fished stocks as described in insert reference

OR

explain why the management of each stock as described in the ESD Report (insert reference) does not require an estimate of potential productivity. 

Management Responses

1.1.6 There is a limit reference point, which is the biological and/or effort bottom line beyond which the stock should not be taken.

The limit reference points for each stock are described in insert reference.

1.1.7 There are management strategies in place capable of controlling the level of take.

A description of the management arrangements for each stock is provided in the ESD Report (insert reference). List the main points here if practical.

1.1.8 Fishing is conducted in a manner that does not threaten stocks of by-product species.

Full descriptions of the information available and the risk of impact on these species by the fishery is provided in (insert reference) of the ESD Report.

Provide summary of how 1.1.1 to 1.1.6 are addressed by reference to the ESD Report.

1.1.9 The management response, considering uncertainties in the assessment and precautionary management actions, has a high chance of achieving the objective.

The justification of the current management response for each of the stocks is provided in the ESD Report (insert reference). Where the current management arrangements are regarded as insufficient, plans for improvement are given.

Objective 2. Recovery of Stocks

Where the fished stock(s) are below a defined reference point, the fishery will be managed to promote recovery to ecologically viable stock levels within nominated timeframes. 

There are no stocks within the fishery that are currently below defined reference points.

OR

The management arrangements for the xx and yy stocks are designed to promote recovery to ecologically viable stock levels within z years. Details are given in (insert reference) of the ESD Report.

PRINCIPLE 2

Objective 1. Bycatch

The fishery is conducted in a manner that does not threaten bycatch species. 

The bycatch (non-retained) species in this fishery are shown in the component tree below. Comprehensive reports on each of these are provided in the ESD Report (insert reference). These indicate that the fishery is meeting the objectives of Principle 2. 
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Information requirements

2.1.1  Reliable information, appropriate to the scale of the fishery, is collected on the composition and abundance of bycatch.

Summarise here. Refer to ESD Report for details.

Assessments
2.1.2 There is a risk analysis of the bycatch with respect to its vulnerability to fishing. 

Describe risk assessment approach or justify absence of risk assessment, eg mitigation measures in place to minimise risk for all species irrespective of vulnerability.

Management responses

2.1.3 Measures are in place to avoid capture and mortality of bycatch species unless it is determined that the level of catch is sustainable (except in relation to endangered, threatened or protected species). Steps must be taken to develop suitable technology if none is available.

The management response for each species is described in the ESD Report (insert reference). 

2.1.4 An indicator group of bycatch species is monitored.

Describe indicator group monitoring

OR

Monitoring of an indicator group is not appropriate for this fishery because insert justification. The management response, including monitoring, for each of the components of bycatch is described in the ESD Report (insert reference). These management responses are considered more effective than the monitoring of an indicator group.  

2.1.5 There are decision rules that trigger additional management measures when there are significant perturbations in the indicator species numbers.

Decision rules that trigger additional management measures are described in (insert reference) of the ESD Report.

2.1.6 The management response, considering uncertainties in the assessment and precautionary management actions, has a high chance of achieving the objective.

The management responses as described in the ESD Report (insert reference) have a high chance of achieving the objective.

Objective 2. The fishery is conducted in a manner that avoids mortality of, or injuries to, endangered, threatened or protected species and avoids or minimises impacts on threatened ecological communities.

Information requirements

2.2.1 Reliable information is collected on the interaction with endangered, threatened or protected species and threatened ecological communities.

Information covered above in 2.1.4

Assessments

2.2.2 There is an assessment of the impact of the fishery on endangered, threatened or protected species.

Covered above in  2.1.2

2.2.3 There is an assessment of the impact of the fishery on threatened ecological communities.

There are no threatened ecological communities associated with the fishery.

OR

The impact of the fishery on the xx and yy communities is monitored and assessed as described in (insert reference) of the ESD Report.

Management responses

2.2.4 There are measures in place to avoid capture and/or mortality of endangered, threatened or protected species.

Covered above 2.1.3

2.2.5 There are measures in place to avoid impact on threatened ecological communities.

Not applicable

OR

Measures are described in (insert reference) of the ESD Report.

2.2.6 The management response, considering uncertainties in the assessment and precautionary management actions, has a high chance of achieving the objective.

Covered above in 2.1.6.

Objective 3. General Ecosystem

The fishery is conducted, in a manner that minimises the impact of fishing operations on the ecosystem generally.

The relevant aspects of the broader ecosystem are shown in the following component tree.  A formal risk assessment process subsequently assessed each of these issues with the information relating to each issue detailed in (insert reference) of the ESD report.

Of these x issues, r were rated as high risk, s were rated as moderate risk and t were rated as low risk.
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Information requirements

2.3.1 Information appropriate for the analysis in 2.3.2 is collated and/or collected covering the fisheries impact on the ecosystem and environment generally.

Summarise information collated/collected referring to ESD Report 

Assessment

2.3.2 Information is collected and a risk analysis, appropriate to the scale of the fishery and its potential impacts, is conducted into the susceptibility of each of the following ecosystem components to the fishery.

A formal risk assessment was completed (refer to appropriate section in ESD Report) on each of the identified issues relevant to the ??? fishery (see component tree for issues).  The identified issues that were assessed were:

	ISSUE
	RISK
	SUMMARY JUSTIFICATION
	FULL DETAILS

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Management responses 

2.3.3 Management actions are in place to ensure significant damage to ecosystems does not arise from the impacts described in 2.3.1.

Describe the main management methods that are currently being employed to ensure that there is minimal impact on the broader ecosystem.  Note that in most cases minimising the reductions in biomass of target species should also serves to achieve both objectives (eg a sustainable fishery and minimise impacts on trophic interactions).

List other management measures such as gear design or areas of operation that further minimises potential impacts.

2.3.4 There are decision rules that trigger further management responses when monitoring detects impacts on selected ecosystem indicators beyond a predetermined level, or where action is indicated by application of the precautionary approach. 

Describe what, if any performance measures/limits are in place with respect to ecosystem objectives.  Refer to specific sections within the ESD report

2.3.5 The management response, considering uncertainties in the assessment and precautionary management actions, has a high chance of achieving the objective

Describe why you think that the current or future arrangements are likely to achieve the objective.
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